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1. Scope

1.1 This guide offers guidance for the characterization and
use of hygrothermal models for moisture control design of
building envelopes. In this context, “hygrothermal models”
refers to the application of a mathematical model to the
solution of a specific heat and moisture flow performance issue
or problem. Hygrothermal models are used to predict and
evaluate design considerations for the short-term and long-term
thermal and moisture performance of building envelopes.

1.2 Each hygrothermal model has specific capabilities and
limitations. Determining the most appropriate hygrothermal
model for a particular application requires a thorough analysis
of the problem at hand, understanding the required transport
processes involved, and available resources to conduct the
analysis. Users of this guide can describe the functionality of
the hygrothermal model used in an analysis in a consistent
manner.

1.3 This guide applies to hygrothermal models that range
from complex research tools to simple design tools. This guide
provides a protocol for matching the analysis needs and the
capabilities of candidate models.

1.4 This guide applies to the use of models that include all
or part of the following thermal and moisture storage and
transport phenomena: (/) heat storage of dry and wet building
materials, (2) heat transport by moisture-dependent thermal
conduction, (3) phase change phenomena (for example, evapo-
ration and condensation), (4) heat transport by air convection,
(5) moisture retention by vapor adsorption and capillary forces,
(6) moisture transport by vapor diffusion (molecular and
effusion), (7) moisture transport by liquid transport (surface
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diffusion and capillary flow), and (8) moisture (vapor) trans-
port by air convection.

1.5 This guide does not apply to cases requiring analysis of
the following: (1) convection that occurs in a three-
dimensional manner or through holes and cracks; (2) hydraulic,
osmotic, or electrophoretic forces; (3) salt or other solute
transport; or (4) material properties that change with age.

1.6 This guide intends to provide guidance regarding the
reliability of input and how the corresponding results can be
affected as well as a format for determining such information.

1.7 Units—The values stated in either SI units or inch-
pound units are to be regarded separately as standard. The
values stated in each system are not necessarily exact equiva-
lents; therefore, to ensure conformance with the standard, each
system shall be used independently of the other, and values
from the two systems shall not be combined.

1.8 This guide offers an organized characterization of
hygrothermal models and does not recommend a specific
course of action. This document cannot replace education or
experience and should be used in conjunction with professional
Jjudgment. Not all aspects of this guide may be applicable in all
circumstances. This ASTM standard is not intended to repre-
sent or replace the standard of care by which the adequacy of
a given professional service must be judged, nor should this
document be applied without consideration of a project’s many
unique aspects. The word “Standard” in the title of this
document means only that the document has been approved
through the ASTM International consensus process.

1.9 This standard does not purport to address all of the
safety concerns, if any, associated with its use. It is the
responsibility of the user of this standard to establish appro-
priate safety, health, and environmental practices and deter-
mine the applicability of regulatory limitations prior to use.

1.10 This international standard was developed in accor-
dance with internationally recognized principles on standard-
ization established in the Decision on Principles for the
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2. Referenced Documents

2.1 ASTM Standards:*

C168 Terminology Relating to Thermal Insulation

E283/E283M Test Method for Determining Rate of Air
Leakage Through Exterior Windows, Skylights, Curtain
Walls, and Doors Under Specified Pressure Differences
Across the Specimen

E331 Test Method for Water Penetration of Exterior
Windows, Skylights, Doors, and Curtain Walls by Uni-
form Static Air Pressure Difference

E631 Terminology of Building Constructions

E2273 Test Method for Determining the Drainage Efficiency
of Exterior Insulation and Finish Systems (EIFS) Clad
Wall Assemblies

E2357 Test Method for Determining Air Leakage Rate of Air
Barrier Assemblies

2.2 Other Standards:

ANSI/ASHRAE 160-2009 Criteria for Moisture-Control
Design Analysis in Buildings®

DIN EN 15026 Hygrothermal performance of building com-
ponents and building elements - Assessment of moisture
transfer by numerical simulation*

WTA Guideline 6-2-01 Simulation of Heat and Moisture
Transfer

3. Terminology

3.1 Definitions: For definitions of terms used in this guide,
see Terminologies C168 and E631.

3.2 Definitions of Terms Specific to This Standard:

3.2.1 air-leakage rate, n—volume of air movement per unit
time across the building envelope.

3.2.1.1 Discussion—this movement includes flow through
joints, cracks, and porous surfaces, or a combination thereof.
The driving force for such an air leakage in service can be
mechanical pressurization and depressurization, natural wind
pressures, or air temperature differentials between the building
interior and the outdoors, or a combination thereof.

3.2.2 analytical model, n—model that uses closed-form
solutions to the governing equations applicable to hygrother-
mal flow and transport processes.

3.2.3 building envelope, n—boundary or barrier separating
the interior volume of a building from the outside environment
or different interior environment.

2 For referenced ASTM standards, visit the ASTM website, www.astm.org, or
contact ASTM Customer Service at service@astm.org. For Annual Book of ASTM
Standards volume information, refer to the standard’s Document Summary page on
the ASTM website.

3 Available from American Society of Heating, Refrigerating, and Air-
Conditioning Engineers, Inc. (ASHRAE), 1791 Tullie Circle, NE, Atlanta, GA
30329, http://www.ashrae.org.

“# Available from Deutsches Institut fiir Normung e.V. (DIN), Am DIN-Platz,
Burggrafenstrasse 6, 10787 Berlin, Germany, http://www.din.de.

3 Available from Wissenschaftlich-Technische Arbeitsgemeinschaft fiir Bau-
werkserhaltung und Denkmalpflege (WTA) e.V., Ingolstidter Str. 102, D-85276
Pfaffenhofen, Germany, http://www.wta-international.org.

3.2.3.1 Discussion—For the purpose of this guide, the
interior volume is the deliberately conditioned space within a
building, generally not including attics, basements, and at-
tached structures, for example, garages, unless such spaces are
connected to the heating and air conditioning system, such as
a crawl space plenum. The outside environment may be
weather conditions or any other known conditions that the
exterior of the building envelope is exposed to. An interior
partition that separates two dissimilar environments such as a
cold storage facility adjacent to an occupied office can be
treated as a building envelope element for modeling purposes.

3.2.4 building envelope model, n—portion of the building
envelope, such as a wall, roof, floor, window, or door, or a
combination thereof. The building envelope model comprises
all of the components and materials as they are configured
within the building envelope assembly (for example, the wall
or roof assembly) at a given location.

3.2.5 computer code (computer program), n—assembly of
numerical techniques, bookkeeping, and control language that
represents the model from acceptance of input data and
instructions to delivery of output.

3.2.6 conceptual model, n—interpretation or working de-
scription of the characteristics and dynamics of the physical
system.

3.2.7 finite difference model, n—type of approximate, nu-
merical model that uses a discretization technique to linearize
the governing partial differential equations (PDE) consisting of
replacing the continuous domain of interest by a finite array of
spaced mesh or grid points (that is, nodes) spaced along the
coordinate direction(s) of the one-, two-, or three-dimensional
geometric coordinate system. The grid points define a set of
control volumes representing volume-averaged subdomain
properties. The derivatives of the PDE for each of these points
are approximated using finite differences. The resulting set of
linear or nonlinear algebraic equations are solved using direct
or iterative matrix-solving techniques.

3.2.8 finite element model, n—type of approximate, numeri-
cal model that uses a discrete technique for solving the
governing PDE wherein the domain of interest is represented
by a finite number of mesh or grid points (that is, nodes),
information between these points is obtained by interpolation
using piecewise continuous polynomials, and the resulting set
of linear or nonlinear algebraic equations is solved using direct
or iterative matrix-solving techniques.

3.2.9 functionality, n—of a hygrothermal model, the set of
functions and features the model offers the user in terms of
building envelope framework geometry, simulated processes,
initial and boundary conditions, and analytical and operational
capabilities.

3.2.10 hygrothermal model, n—a mathematical model that
includes various thermal and moisture transport mechanisms
with boundary system performance under applied conditions to
represent a building envelope system or subsystem.

3.2.10.1 Discussion—May be either steady-state or transient
approach and may be based on equations derived from basic
principles of physics, established engineering functional
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